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Discussion 4. Legal Aspects Week 7.
The accountant’s speech to the newspaper is protected by the first amendment of the constitution of the United States government. The first amendment protects all speech and any conduct of expression and is termed as constitutional and hence one cannot be prosecuted in a court of law. However the first amendment only applies to human beings thus corporations cannot enjoy the right (Crenshaw et al. 2018). The first amendment protects the accountant's speech to the newspaper as it is a form of expression to make the public aware of the sheriffs’ misconducts. The accountant is also human hence perfectly falls within the bracket of those protected under the first amendment.
 However, in case the speech or expression involves false statements or defamation, involves child pornography, is obscene, puts the national security at risk or includes verbal acts that mislead the public, then the speech or expression is not protected by the first amendment (Matsuda, 2018). In such a case, the accused can be prosecuted in a court of law without any protection. For the case of the accountant’s information to the local newspaper, about utilizing the agencies money for private vacations with his family, it did not result to defamation or put the nation’s security at risk. Therefore the speech is protected by the first amendment.
Freedom of the press is one of the rights offered by the first amendment and hence very crucial in this reading. The founding fathers of this great nation realized the necessity of having a free press and therefore put in place measure to protect the press. Freedom of the press is essential in ensuring that there is no despotism and also very crucial in educating the citizens on matters that affect them (Tran, 2016). Freedom of the press help in ensuring that the voice of the citizens is aired as it offers a platform between the government and the citizens. The press also helps to put the government in check as they are able to broadcast and create awareness among the public about where the government is wrong. The amendment requires that the government cannot oppress or suppress any publication or information held by the government before it gets to the press (Coates IV, 2015).
From the reading, it was interesting to note that suppression of any publication or information could only be done by the judicial system before it is released. This, therefore, means that the freedom of the press is a very crucial issue in any government. The press holds a vast amount of power in their hands. The information released by the press can either make or ruin a country. The information about suppression of information is very relevant and also salient to the topic as the main focus is freedom of speech, expression and protection of information as spelt by the first amendment.
Critical thinking question: How can the issue of a careless press be addressed without violating the first amendment?
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